
Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY
Sabrina Forrest  to: Daniel Heffernan, Jennifer Lane 10/03/2011 04:10 PM

From:

To:

Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US

Daniel Heffernan/R8/USEPA/US, Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US

Draft response for your review.  I understand this should get routed through Steve Tuber, Jack Hidinger,
you/Ostrander?, Martin Hestmark prior to going to the RA.

Sincerely,

Sabrina Forrest
Site Assessment Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street, Mail Code: 8EPR-B
Denver, CO 80202-1129
Direct Ph: 303-312-6484
Toll Free:  1 800-227-8917, 312-6484
Fax: 303-312-6065
Agency Cell: 303-589-1286

E-mail:  forrest.sabrina@epa.gov

NOTICE:  The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named
above.  This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information.  If the reader
is not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you have
received this document in error and any review, dissemination, disclosure, distribution, use, or copying of the
contents of this message is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify
me immediately by e-mail or telephone and destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments.
----- Forwarded by Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US on 10/03/2011 03:57 PM -----

From:     Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US
To:     forrest.sabrina@epa.gov
Date:     09/20/2011 02:04 PM
Subject:     Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY

Hi Sabrina,
It appears we are supposed to take the lead on this letter. Do you want to start this and I could pick it up
when I return to the office Monday?  Also, Sonya is wondering if perhaps I could call in as a conference call
to the briefing with Carol Thursday?
If so, do you want to email me at my personal:  lane.jennifer@comcast.net????
Also, any TA's for October need to be done by Thursday and I'm sad we didn't get to discuss this since I
won't be in rest of week.  I'll do one for Silverton based on leaving Wed. the 19th and returning Friday the
21st and hope this will be sufficient should we attend.  Not sure whether can be amended.
Jennifer

Jennifer H. Lane
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Ref:  8RA

J. Paul Brown


Colorado State Representative


House District 59


State Capitol


200 E. Colfax, Room 271


Denver, Colorado 80203








Subject:  Sunday, September 11, 2011, 







5:44 pm e-mail regarding 









“SUPPER FUND IN
SAN JUAN COUNTY”

Dear Mr. Brown:



The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) sincerely appreciates receiving your input and that of Silverton and San Juan County residents.  EPA is hopeful that such ongoing dialogues between all involved parties and Agencies will result in actions that will ultimately improve water quality.  The EPA understands that Silverton is in your House District and that you agree with the letter that Mr. Jack Clark Jr. sent to us.  EPA will keep you updated regarding the water quality situation and understands that you value clean water.  


Although EPA has researched various studies and documents, we are unaware of the existence of any pre-mining baseline metals data.  Several studies conducted by the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) have identified low pH waters with elevated heavy metals that can be attributed to the Red Mountain District; however, it is also the case that there are higher metals loads --copper, cadmium, lead, manganese and zinc— and that those loads are attributable to uncontrolled mine discharges since the American Tunnel was plugged and water treatment ceased. 


 In September 2004, members of the Animas River Stakeholders Group (ARSG) observed that water quality was changing due to increased flows and metals concentrations from upper Cement Creek mines that had previously had much lower flow.  The EPA and other ARSG members had not fully characterized the changing upper Cement Creek water quality due to the presence of active or permitted mining company involvement until approximately 2006.  After observing these increased flows and metals loads, the EPA and ARSG members developed a water quality sampling program to characterize the changing situation.  That effort began in May 2009 and is due to be completed this year.  


In October 2010, EPA also conducted a Site Reassessment to determine whether Superfund National Priorities Listing (NPL) might be a possible tool to address the worsening water quality; however, no decisions have been made regarding NPL.  EPA is participating in ongoing stakeholder conversations to determine the best path forward; in fact, EPA has consistently supported the ARSG since the 1990s with money, EPA staff resources, and actions that complemented community-led efforts to improve water quality.  Whatever the path forward, EPA understands that realistic remediation goals can’t be set without quantifying both background and mining sources of metals.  


Since approximately 2007, EPA has heard that mining interests may initiate or reactivate mining in San Juan County.  I am not aware of EPA having been contacted by mining companies with this interest; however, EPA would be supportive of having responsible mining entities working in the watershed.  If private enterprises were to mine upper Cement Creek mines that currently discharge uncontrolled and unpermitted releases to Cement Creek, EPA would be interested in creating a win-win solution, so that the mining interest could access those resources, while properly managing their solid waste and water discharges. That being said, the EPA is typically not involved in permitting or overseeing active mining interests, as that falls under the purview of the State of Colorado, Division of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, and the State of Colorado Water Quality Control Division.  


EPA's interest is improved water quality. We value the ongoing dialogue about the problem and next steps and consider the full and open consideration of facts to identify an effective and implementable approach to improving water quality essential. We look forward to sharing more information with you and to ongoing discussions with the community.







Sincerely,








James Martin, Regional Administrator








U.S. Environmental Protection Agency







Region 8
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Public Affairs Specialist
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 8
1595 Wynkoop St., 8OC, Denver, CO 80202-1129
303-312-6813; lane.jennifer@epa.gov
----- Forwarded by Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US on 09/20/2011 02:00 PM -----

From:     Johanna Miller/R8/USEPA/US
To:     Sonya Pennock/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Sandy Fells/R8/USEPA/US@EPA
Cc:     Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Richard Sisk/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Steven Way/R8/USEPA/US@EPA,

forrest.sabrina@epa.gov, heffernan.daniel@epa., heffernan.daniel@epa.gov,
jamison.doug@state.co.us, nabors.barbora@state.co.us, null.marilyn@state.co.us

Date:     09/15/2011 02:46 PM
Subject:     Re: Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY

Sonya and Sandy - Since we received an email letter from a State Representative I believe we will need to
put together a formal response.  Sandy can you start that process and work with Sabrina and Jennifer Lane
when they return to the office?  thanks

Johanna Miller
EPA Region 8
Acting Chief, Water Quality Unit
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202

(303) 312-6804

-----Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US wrote: -----
To: Sonya Pennock/R8/USEPA/US@EPA
From: Sabrina Forrest/R8/USEPA/US
Date: 09/15/2011 01:53PM
Cc: Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Fells.Sandy@epa.gov, forrest.sabrina@epa.gov,
heffernan.daniel@epa., heffernan.daniel@epa.gov, nabors.barbora@state.co.us, null.marilyn@state.co.us,
Johanna Miller/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Dan.Scheppers@dphe.state.co.us, jamison.doug@state.co.us,
Richard Sisk/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, Steven Way/R8/USEPA/US@EPA
Subject: Re: Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY
Our data show there are elevated concentrations coming from those sources that are more significant can
lesser mined drainages' samples, or drainages that have recently had reclamation work, and our background
samples.  Visually, one can see they are uncontrolled releases.  That being said, this is a common theme in
our talks this week and our messaging and facts to support the message will need to be worked on in order
for us to move forward.

Sincerely,

Sabrina Forrest
Site Assessment Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1595 Wynkoop Street, Mail Code: 8EPR-B
Denver, CO 80202-1129
Direct Ph: 303-312-6484
Toll Free: 1 800-227-8917, 312-6484
Fax: 303-312-6065



To: Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US@EPA
From: Sonya Pennock/R8/USEPA/US
Date: 09/14/2011 10:04AM
Cc: Fells.Sandy@epa.gov, forrest.sabrina@epa.gov, heffernan.daniel@epa., heffernan.daniel@epa.gov,
nabors.barbora@state.co.us
Subject: Re: Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY
 
We've heard this one before--contamination of creeks is the result of natural mineralization, not historic
mining disturbances.  If we are seeing increased contamination in the river, can we show that it is the result
of uncontrolled releases from mining sites and not some change in the natural mineral composition of the
area?
 
Sonya Pennock
Office of Communications & Public Involvement
US/EPA Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129
Phone:  303-312-6600
 
 
Jennifer Lane---09/14/2011 10:00:32 AM---Hello from Silverton; good meetings here but see below  -----
Forwarded by Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US 
 
From: Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US 
To: heffernan.daniel@epa.gov, pennock.sonya@epa.gov, Fells.Sandy@epa.gov, Sonya
Pennock/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, forrest.sabrina@epa.gov, nabors.barbora@state.co.us,
heffernan.daniel@epa. 
Date: 09/14/2011 10:00 AM 
Subject: Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY

Agency Cell: 303-589-1286

E-mail: forrest.sabrina@epa.gov

NOTICE: The information contained in this e-mail is intended only for the use of the recipient(s) named
above. This message and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information. If the reader is
not the intended recipient or an agent responsible for delivering it to the intended recipient, you have
received this document in error and any review, dissemination, disclosure, distribution, use, or copying of the
contents of this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify
me immediately by e-mail or telephone and destroy all copies of the original message and any attachments.

-----Sonya Pennock/R8/USEPA/US wrote: ----- 

To: Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US@EPA
From: Sonya Pennock/R8/USEPA/US
Date: 09/14/2011 10:04AM
Cc: Fells.Sandy@epa.gov, forrest.sabrina@epa.gov, heffernan.daniel@epa., heffernan.daniel@epa.gov,
nabors.barbora@state.co.us
Subject: Re: Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY

We've heard this one before--contamination of creeks is the result of natural mineralization, not historic
mining disturbances.  If we are seeing increased contamination in the river, can we show that it is the result
of uncontrolled releases from mining sites and not some change in the natural mineral composition of the



area?

Sonya Pennock
Office of Communications & Public Involvement
US/EPA Region 8
1595 Wynkoop Street
Denver, CO 80202-1129
Phone:  303-312-6600

Jennifer Lane---09/14/2011 10:00:32 AM---Hello from Silverton; good meetings here but see below  -----
Forwarded by Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US

From: Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US
To: heffernan.daniel@epa.gov, pennock.sonya@epa.gov, Fells.Sandy@epa.gov, Sonya
Pennock/R8/USEPA/US@EPA, forrest.sabrina@epa.gov, nabors.barbora@state.co.us,
heffernan.daniel@epa.
Date: 09/14/2011 10:00 AM
Subject: Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY

Hello from Silverton; good meetings here but see below

-----Forwarded by Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US on 09/14/2011 09:57AM -----  
To: Jennifer Lane/R8/USEPA/US@EPA
From: J Paul Brown <brownjpaul@yahoo.com>
Date: 09/12/2011 06:27AM
Cc: Jack and Barbara Clark <J12b06@aol.com>
Subject: Fw: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY

Dear Ms. Lane, Silverton is in my House District and I agree with the letter below.
Please keep me in the loop on what is happening. I want clean water as much as
anyone. What kind of baseline data do we have? I am aware of some people in
Silverton that want to start mining. They know what they are doing and will not
make the mistakes of miners in the past. Can we use private enterprise to help
clean up past mistakes and also produce minerals that will benefit our country
especially considering our country's economic status? Thank you for your
consideration and I look forward to hearin from you. Sincerely, J.Paul Brown

J. Paul Brown
Colorado State Representative
House District 59
State Capitol
200 E. Colfax, Room 271
Denver, Colorado 80203
303-866-2914
 



----- Forwarded Message -----
From: "J12b06@aol.com" <J12b06@aol.com>
To: lane.jennifer@epa.gov; bill@liftservicesinc.com; charleswbauer@comcast.net; marvin-
blackmore@hotmail.com; brownjpaul@yahoo.com; unspun07@yahoo.com;
SEPTEMBERxRAIN@aol.com; cpep@hotmail.com; cooperdurango@yahoo.com;
elidoose@mac.com; mesandra71@msn.com; melisaf@westpet.net; gillonl@yahoo.com;
JENKS6106@aol.com; victorianrose@ouraynet.com; LAEDING2@GMAIL.COM;
leroypower@hotmail.com; pmaisel@thebent.com; drmcmullin@mcintoshengineering.com;
bettysboyz@gmail.com; mswanno@juno.com; kmesich@gmail.com; markolin8@msn.com;
mrp@animas.net; safetydocs@q.com; sue1fred@gmail.com; fred@surecrete.com;
silvertonfire@juno.com; silvertonfire2@yahoo.com; Simon.Pak@j2global.com;
thejohnnyringo@yahoo.com; mt@reardonsteel.us; cnexttime@gmail.com; tpetit55@gmail.com;
tommyknockers@q.com; davezanoni@yahoo.com
Sent: Sunday, September 11, 2011 5:44 PM
Subject: SUPPER FUND IN SAN JUAN COUNTY

Dear Ms. Lane:

I am witting to strongly oppose a supper fund site being created in San Juan County Colorado, to
try and change the cement & mineral creek ph, and eliminate the heavy metals contained in these
creeks. First of all, you would spend an enormous amount of tax payers money on such a program,
and still not improve the water quality. These creeks were contaminated way before any mining
operations began way back in the eighteen hundreds.....This area is located in the mineral belt, and
all the money in the world would not clean up these water-ways to suit your expectations. Second,
what we need here in San Juan County is for the mining industry to return so that we can bring
back the good paying jobs our Town & County so desperatly need....Once this area is designated
as a supper-fund site, there would never be any chance for mining to return here. President Obama
himself has urged American Companies to create more jobs, so why won't your organization urge
mining companies to re-locate here and open things up, and the mining companies would treat the
water again as they did in the past, and you guys could rest easy again. All the while we actually
would have a Town & County with an industry that provides necessary minerals for manufacturing
products right here in America...This County can not continue to survive on a tourism industry
alone, after all you can only sell so many useless items to tourists. and then we have to try and
survive for another nine months without our mines to provide good year around jobs....Any work a
supper fund site would provide would only be temporary, and since it would be Federal Dollars
spent on the project, everyone here in the County, would be competing with companies from all
over the country for some short sited jobs...Think out of the box for a while, and convince mining
companies to come back and take charge of the water clean-up you want, and stop placing such a
heavy burden on tax payers to fund everything the EPA is doing. In case you haven't noticed, we
are in a financial crisis in this country, and all these clean-up programs that make a few individuals
feel like they actually have accomplished something will cease to be funded, unless you get private
industry involved.....After all where does the Federal Government get it's money??? From hard
working Americans & American Companies providing jobs, and paying taxe's...Please think about
this and be the first to actually provide a long term solution, instead of a feel good, short term,
expensive, non producing band-aid......

Sincerely:

Jack Clark Jr.
San Juan County, Colorado


